HAROTUNE NAKASHIAN

The late Harotune Nakashian is being honored today for taking the initiative to pur-
chase the land on Saddle River Road in Fair Lawn where St. Leon was constructed
and consecrated in 1965. He is credited with possessing the vision to see its potential,
providing enough property for later expansion. The parish was enabled to construct
the community center behind the church edifice in 1980 because of this vision. The
Nakashian family involved itself in the tremendous job of decision making when the
parish contemplated the move from Paterson. John Nakashian, Harotune’s son and a
long-standing member, said of his parents, “It was my mother’s devotion to the church
that inspired my father” John Jr., John’s son (4 years old at the time), became God-
father of our church at the consecration in memory of his grandfather Harotune, who
did not live to see the memorable day.



