ANDREW S. TILBIAN

Andrew Tilbian began his church life at St. Leon’s as a teenager. He joined the Sons
and Daughters organization, one similar to the present ACYOA.

This was short-lived as he was inducted into the U.S. Navy as an Ensign in 1942 and
returned four years later as a Lt. Commander, having served in the Pacific Theater where
he received the Purple Heart. Upon his return, he married Dovie (nee
Dikijian) and became active in St. Leon’s along with his parents, Mary and Aram Tilbian.

Andrew served his beloved church in many ways and wore many hats . . . including
Treasurer, Vice-Chairman and Chairman of the Parish Council. He served as Diocesan
Delegate for many years.

He — along with Charles Pinajian — instituted the envelope system for collection of
dues at St. Leon. During his chairmanship, the plans were made for the move from
Paterson to Fair Lawn and he was deeply involved in the planning and building of the
new church. He formed the Building Committee for the Fair Lawn church and served
on it from beginning to end. Andrew was a Godfather of the Church and one of the
Co-signers of the mortgage.

He was a member of the Mr. and Mrs. Club and the Men’s Club which was formed
at the time of his Parish Council Chairmanship. He was Toastmaster at the banquets
and affairs which St. Leon had.

Andrew loved his church deeply and served in every possible capacity, even to the
extent of doing plumbing and cleaning in the Paterson Church. On Sunday mornings,
he was always there to greet the parishioners and guests with a warm smile and a bit
of humor.

However, in 1967, his health failed and he was no longer able to be active. We are cer-
tain that he is happy with, and proud of, the progress of St. Leon Armenian Church.



