The following text is.a transcrip-
jon of ant address delivered by US
Senator Bill Bradley (D-NT} at 5t.

Sen. Bradley Finds No Rationale

| For The State Department’s
About-Face On Armenian Genocide
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Leon Armenian Church on May 5,
1984, The occasion was the 82nd
Amnual Diocesan Assembly of the

Armenign Church of America.
Bradley was presented with the
"Priend of the Armentons’ award.

This award tonight means a
lot to me, As I think about our
country and its history, 1 see
two strains in American history.
One strain is the strain of in-
dividualism - the belief that if
you work hard, if you apply
yourself, develop your skills,
that you can advance; you can
sugceed; you can move up that
ladder,

The second strain is a sense of
community, =a sense of
fellowship, the sense of fellow
believers, a sense of individuals
who share a common heritage,
and in many cases a common
reliplon. And it is to that strain
of American history that 1 speak
tonight and that, I think this
gathering so aptly and sincere-
ly represents its best manifesta-
tion. And so in accepting this
award tonmight, I deeply ap-
preciate your recognition of my

Senate, T think, unfortunately,
as a people and as a govern-
ment, we Americans have a
tendency to forget about
‘history, [ think this is
dangerous. I think the
Settipulots and unblinking at-
 fention o historical record is
‘epsential if we are to avoid the
tragedies| of the past. And I

i

work in the United States.

think here < and I say this in all :

solemnity and seriousness - it s
here that I think the Armenian
Genocide is a compelling
example.

1 believed that the importance
of the Genocide is not limited to
the Armenian-American com-
munity. Its significance
transcends the suffering of
those most immediately af-
fected. It was Robert Burns who
said, "Man's inhumanity to
man makes countless
thousands, millions more.'" So
its lessons go to the heart of our
own humanity. And we must
not ignore them.

The fact is - as all others in
this room know - that over 1,5
million men, women, and chil-
dren were massacred by Turk-
ish Ottoman  authorities bet-
ween 1915 and 1923, And that
it was a carefully executed
government plan of genocide,
Now - notwithstanding these in-
disputable facts, the Turkish
goverment consistently denies
that charge that the actions con-
stituted genocide - with
argumenis that tragedies, yes;
war, terrible; genocide, 0.
Well, I have no doubt that many
Turks died in World War I, that
many more suffered injury and
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deprivation.

I can understand, although I
cannot condone, the Turkish
government's denial that
Turkey committed Genocide
apainst the Armenlan people,
After all, genocide - the
deliberate extermination of a
whole people - 15 a crime against
humanity, Its tragic proportions
shock and outrage. And in the
final analysis there can be no
exoneration, So it is no wonder
that Turkey resists that charge.
But regardless of Turkey's view
of the issue, (here is no excuse
for any equivocation on the part
of the United States
government!

So, I was, frankly appalled, as
I am sure all of you were to

learn that the State Department -

had called the fact of Armenian
Genocide into question and 1
am sure that all of vou know the
circumstances that surrounded
that event. Suffice it to say here
— that the fact of the Armenian
Genocide has been
documented, affirmed, reaf-
firmed for over 6 decades and
it has been the policy of the
United States to acknowledge
these historical events.

S0, when the Stdte Depart-
ment Bulletin published an ar-
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ticle in 1982 in which the word,
“alleged" referred four times to
the Armenian genocide, I am
sure you, like I, were appalied.
And it is true that later there
was a retracton, but nowhere
was there a statement by ot
State Department of official
recognition of the genocide. So,
one beging to wonder why, It
has been claimed by some that
State  Department's
equivecation on this question
reflects its acguiescence in a
Turkish government public
relations  campaign  to
whitewash the horrors of 1915,

The reasons for the State
Department's decision o ap-
pease Turkey is said to be:
they're an important part of the
alliance; they're on the border
next to the Boviet Union; we
hawve key bases there etc,, ete.
Notwithstanding Turkey's
strategic importance to NATO
anid to the United States, there
is simply no rationale for the
State Department's about face
on Armenian Genecide, If there
iz any truth to what I have just
said is rumored that the State
Depariment has cooperated
with the government of Turkey
in a futile and shameful attempt
to change history - then, this is
a national disgrace!

And that is why. That is why
I hope that in your meetings in
this assembly you talked about
political action, That is why |
hope in this assembly you
recognized that your fight to get
recognition for historical fact is
not simply an issue of the Arme-
nian American community,
That is why I, along with 29
others of my senate colleagues
introduced the resolution in the
United States Senate that would
put the United States on record
reatfirming the historical fact of

genocide. Itis Senate Resclution
#241 introduced on October 7,
1983. It is now pending and it
states the following:

"It is the sense of the Senate
that the President and the
Bacretary of State should in for-
mulating and carrying out-the
forsign policy of the United
States, recognize and take into
account the genocide of the
Armenian people.

““The President shall direct his
representatives to communicale
at all times in international
forums, the abhorrence of the
United States government to the
genocide of the Armenian peer
ple.”

We cannot alter the fact that
1.5 million Armenians died at
the hands of a brutal enemy. -
We can't change that. We all
have known someone who suf
fered - some family member,
some neighbor, some relative,
some friend. But to question
that the genocide cccurred is to
deny martyrdom to these whe
were slaughtered and to deny
the reality of history. It is only
by remembering such tragedies
like the Armenian Genocide
that we can hope to prevent
similar atrocities in the future,
Keep in mind that Hitler was
able to reply to those who
feared international opposition
to his genocide of the German
Jews. Hitler replied, ''Lookl
Who remembers the Arme-
nians?’

In coming here tonight to ac-
cept this award, [ want tosay to
you and to commit to you and
say it proudly as an American
that I want to be able to say -
loudly and unambiguously - to
that guestion of ''who
remembers?’ - that we dol
Thank you vety much,



