ARMENIAN WOMEN — CLAIM YOUR ROYALTY!

"Women have an innate capacity to perceive values and feelings. They

need, however, to develop the ability to focus in on their feelings. Take

S+ Khosrovitoukht, sister of King Dertad; she was open to God's movement in

her life. Her intuition led her to God--and this made her royal--her openness
to Cod. She had the courage to disguise herself and deliver bread daily to St.
Gregory in the pit. Through her, Queen Ashken, the wife of King Dertad, came to
know Cod, also. These women laid a foundation. They were influenced by those
early Christians--praying people who believed in the power of God."” So stated
Sirapi Feredjian, who recently delivered a special talk to the membership of

the St. Leon Armeniar Church's Women'sGuild in Fair Lawn, New Jersey.

Miss Feredjian has served as Director of Religious Education of the Armenian
Diocese for 3 years and is a graduate of the St. Nerses Seminary with a master's
egree of Divinity. She also has earned both a bachelor's and master/s degree
in Education. At the invitation of the Religious Committee of the Guild, she
willingly came to speak on the topic, "Royal Armenian Women and TYheir Inspira-
tional Roles in History."
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"What made them royal? Of course, they were born royal." continued Miss
Feredjian. "The worldly tradition of royalty often impiies tyranny, but no
tyranny stains the memories of these women because their royalty was modeled
after the Kingship of Christ." By sharing their lives with God through His King-
ship, Priesthood, and His life as a Prophet, they made themselves royal in the
true sense. Each woman accepted her gift of life; she blessed it, and offered
it back to God. Each woman used her gifts to serve humanity and spread God's
teac Through her acts she announced God's will to the world like a prophet.
Each woman sustained herself through an inner life of prayer.

In highlighting the lives of St. Santoukht, St. Shoushanig, St. Shahantoukht
TZvig Mamlgorlan (aunt of St. Shoushanig and the one to be honored this year
he Women Saints Day Celebration at the Diocese), the guest speaker referred

anda

F 1l
to0 the book ASHARHEE LOOYSN EE HAYS (Light of the World (Christ) Amongst the
Armenians). In developing-curriculum for the church schools of the Diocese, Miss

redjian has translated into English excerpts from this valuable work by the
te Archbishop Karekin Khachadourian.
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St. Santoukht, the daughter of King Sanatrouk, was beheaded in her teenage
years by her own father's command. She had heard the preaching of St. Thaddeus
and although brought up to be devoted to the worship of pagan gods, she responded
to the words found in the gospel. "He who loves father or mother more than Me
is not worthy of Me.” Matthew 10:37. "Mind you," pointed out Miss Feredjian,
"there was no written Bible in Armenian at that time."

Tzvig Mamigonian is an example of true service in the Lord. A severe gap
in leaderhip of the Armenian nation was evident after the Battle of Avarair.
With the help of St. Shoushanig, she established the first home school. She ed-
ucated all the Mamigonian children and their cousins--a whole future generation.

Moving her audience into the 12/th century, Miss Feredjian spoke about St.
Shahantoukht, the mother of St. Nerses of Lambron, and her husband, Prince Oshin.
They epitomize the importance of parentage. St. Shahantoukht dedicated her first
born to the service of God. After living a full life of earthly duties, she
entered the monastery and devoted the remainder of her days to God as an ascetic.

"you, too, are royal women." Miss Feredjian concluded. "At the time of
your baptism you were anointed and dedicated to God. You, too, are called to
share Christ's Kingship, Priesthood, and life as a Prophet. How will you claim
gounrsroyality2'" RB




