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FR. ARTEN ASHJIAN’S ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATED el e T e R

Saturday evening, December 1, St. Leon’s parish hall was

the scene of the banquet celebration of Der Arten Ashjian’s Jon Najarian, Chairman of the St. Leon parish counc ore-
25th anniversary as a priest. A group of 160, clergy, parish- sented Der Arten with a gift of appreciation on behalf of the
ioners, relatives and friends came to honor Der Arten for parish. Haig Toumayan of Watertown, Mass., 2is0 presented

his service to God and the Armenian Church. 2 gift on behalf of the Watertown parish, where he served Ihe
Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan was the principal speaker. He longest of his pastorates. Crosby Goshgarian, Diocesan Coun-
reminisced about his former pupil. ‘I have known him from cil Chairman, congratulated Der Arten on this occasion
the beginning of his career as a student ... 3 persevering, com- Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate of the Diocese
mitted young man. He has worked diligently in the field of referred to the 75 years of the Armenian Church Diocese in
Christ’s vineyard and has been a fruitful and productive stew- America as having thus far four-stages: «Gelf-Preservation
ard.”” The Archbishop concluded his remarks by paying re (1890-1925), “Clearing of the Ground” (1925-1940), “Or-
spect to Yeretsgin Mary Ashjian, who, he said, has been ganizing Ourselves” (1940-1955),"Blooming Period.” Der
good Christian wife and helper to her husband. Arten came to the church in the third period. The Blooming
The Honorable Robert Landzatel, mayor of Fairlawn, Period is the present when we have over 400,000 Armenians
offered personal congratulation to Der Arten and wished and more than 100 churches, as well as trained, qualified
him many more years of fruitful service to his church and clergy.
the Fair Lawn community. The Primate praised Der Arten’s qualities of determination
in his own remarks, Der Arten expressed his prayers and steadfastness. When a parish honors a priest, the Primate
that God would grant him good health and strength so that concluded, it also assumes the responsibility of sustaining the
he would continue his service to Him and the Armenian priesthood by getting young people involved in church life
people. and instilling in them the desire to-enter the priesthood. =
St. Leon’s Chorus offered musical selections, directed priest is a mediator between God and man. A priest brings
by choirmistress Mrs. George Dabagian, and accompanied people to God.

by Mrs. Zaven Dadekian. _Ruth Bedevian
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