
 

1948 - Parish Council 

Back Row: L –R – Tookman Bakalian, Leo Bakalian, Zaven Marootian 

Front Row: L – R – Mihran Jerehian, Mihran Noorigian, Ohaness Bejhian (Chairman) , Albert Mardirossian, Joseph 

Tashjian  
 

This is the earliest photo of parish council members in St. Leon archives.  The year and names were 

not marked; with some authentic ‘detective’ work, we were able to arrive at identifications.  In 

November of 1948 Father Shnork Kaloustian (later to become Shnork Patriarch of Istanbul) became 

the parish priest of St. Leon, sharing his time with the parish of St. Mary’s (now in Livingston, NJ).  This 

photo was taken earlier in 1948, before his arrival.  

During the search of Women’s Guild records in preparation for the 80th anniversary of the Women’s 

Guild in 2008,  the following notation was found on the last page of one of the Women's Guild 

Minutes books. "Mrs. Hanoum (Hannah) Kantarian Shahinian was the first woman Parish Council 

Member and was President of St. Leon Ladies Aid Society in 1941-1942." It was signed by Margaret K. 

Shahinian Semonian. (Hanoum was also a charter member of the Ladies’ Aid Society.) Before the age 

of computers, the minutes were signed in Margaret’s handwriting as secretary of the guild, “Margaret 

K. Shahinian Semonian (Daughter)”. 


