
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 25 , 2018      

Palm Sunday  ACYOA Youth Day                             
 

A5au7t;an Vam;rg .  9:00 AM                       S1 Patarag   10:00 AM 

Morning Service 9:00 AM        Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readings from the Holy Scripture  

Zec 9:9-15 

Phil 4:4-7                                                                   

Gospel According to Matthew 20:29-21:17 

 

Jesus saidé, ñI am the way and the truth and the life.  

 No one comes to the Father except through me.ò John 14:6 

 

Rev. Fr. Diran Bohajian 

T.  TIRAN  QFN| .  P&FAY:AN 

 

St. Leon Armenian Church 

12-61 Saddle River Road   Fair Lawn, NJ  07410 

Phone (201) 791-2862    Fax (201) 791-1329 

Church E-mail address:  stleon@stleon.org 

Fr. Diranôs E-mail address:  dbohajian@stleon.org 

St. Leonôs Website:  http://www.stleon.org 

mailto:stleon@stleon.org
mailto:dbohajian@stleon.org


ALTAR SERVERS  

Sr. Dns, Dr. Berdj Feredjian, 
Hacik Sariminasyan, Dns., Diran Jebejian, 

 Hrach Kasaryan, Nubar Kasaryan,  

 Sebuh Oscherician, Sarkis Pilavdjian 

 Subdns.   Paul Chamesian, Gregory Kazanjian, Vahe Kiljian  
     

 CHOIR MASTER             PRINCIPAL ORGANIST 
     George Paroonagian                                      Sirvard Galstian 
hhhhhhhhhhhhhhgggggggggggg   
άYǊƛǎŘƻǎ ŜŜ ƳŞŎƘ ƳŜ ƘŀȅŘƴŜǘǎŀǾΦέ ς άhǊƘƴȅŀƭ Ş ƘŀȅŘƴƻƻǘȅƻƻƴǳƴ YǊƛǎŘƻǎƛΦέ  
ά/ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǳǎΦέ  -    ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ   
           hhh  

Parish Council Members:  Lorig Chorluyan, Alex Avedis, 

Robert Sarajian, Virginia DiBianca, Vicken Jessourian,                    

Serda Belekdanian, Gregory Parseghian,  Diran Jebejian,       

Dennis Tarzian, Sarkis Pilavdjian and David Kasparian 
      hhhh   

CONFESSION AND COMMUNION  
In order to accommodate the large numbers taking Holy 

Communion today, please observe the following procedure: 

*Remain seated until your row is advised by a Parish     

 Council member to go forward 

*Proceed to the center aisle to receive Holy Communion  

*Return to your seat from the side aisles after receiving                

 Holy Communion 
 

Rev. Fr. Diran Bohajian and the Parish Council thank  

William Basralian for his generous donation of Palms as we 

celebrate this Holy Day and Mr.& Mrs. Tom Merjanian donating 

the butter for the Washing of the Feet, Annie Beylerian  for 

donating the soup Thursday night. 
           hhhh 
After Rev. Fr. Diranôs Homily, the service of the Tur npatsek 

Ceremony of the Opening of the Doors and the Blessing of the 

Palms will take place. 

There is no Hokehankisd on Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday 

There will be a second plate collection today 

by the Church Choir 



                              Prelude to Easter 

The first observance related to the Feast of the Resurrection is the 

Remembrance of the Raising of Lazarus (commemorated on the 

Saturday before Holy Week), which foreshadows our Lord's own 

miraculous Resurrection.  It serves as an introduction to the 

glorious Resurrection of our Lord and not as a commemoration of 

Lazarus and his sisters, which is celebrated separately.   

The following day, Palm Sunday, marks Christ's triumphant entry 

into Jerusalem as Messiah.  Sometimes Palm Sunday is referred to 

as Advent, in reference to Christ's coming as the Messiah to 

Jerusalem and to His Passion.  For that reason it is connected with 

Christ's Second or Final Coming, and is celebrated in the 

Armenian Church in the evening with the special "Opening of the 

Doors" (Trnpatsek) ritual; a foreshadowing of the Last Judgment.  

The week following Palm Sunday is known as Holy Week(Avak 

Shapat) and each day of that week, Monday through Saturday, is 

prefixed with the word "holy."  

The first three days of Holy Week -- Holy Monday, Holy 

Tuesday and Holy Wednesday -- are not dedicated to any 

particular observances.  The readings from the Holy Gospels 

describe that period from Jesus' entry into Jerusalem until the 

fulfillment of the divine plan of salvation.  The lections from the 

Old Testament read during this period and the sharagans remind 

us of the need for salvation.  

Holy Thursday is the celebration of the Last Supper and the 

establishment of the sacrament of Holy Communion.  During the 

Midday Liturgy, the faithful prepare themselves through penance 

and by receiving absolution.   

That evening, with great ceremony, the Washing of the Feet ritual 

takes place. This ritual, reflecting Christ's actions depicted in the 

Holy Gospels, symbolizes humility.  The ritual -- established in the 

11th century by Catholicos Krikor Vugayaser -- was originally 



practiced in more simple fashion.  The priest would wash and bless 

with oil the feet of all the faithful in the vestibule (narthex) of the 

church.  Later, this ritual became more elaborate and was 

performed on the bema.   

On Holy Friday, the Evening Service (Khavaroom) and Midday 

Service of the Crucifixion are performed in remembrance of 

Christ's betrayal and suffering.   

On Holy Friday afternoon the Burial Service is performed, which 

can also be considered as the Rite of the Descent from the 

Cross.  The Trisagion (Soorp Asdvadz) is sung on bended knees 

and is traditionally dedicated to Joseph of Arimathea, who, 

according to tradition, sang it as Christ's body was taken down 

from the Cross.  

Holy Saturday is dedicated to the Savior's burial and the sealing 

of the tomb.  The Divine Liturgy is celebrated at the end of the 

day.  "Now after the sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of 

the week.". (Matt. 28:1)  For that reason it is called Jurakalooytz 

(Candlemass), because it was at that time that in all homes every 

lamp was lit to signify the beginning of a new day.  

The term Jurakalooytz, although similarly used for the Candlemass 

prior to the Feast of Theophany, was most likely first used only for 

the Feast of the Resurrection.  It was initiated in Jerusalem in 

reference to the special ritual performed Easter Eve at Christ's 

Tomb -- the Service of the Light.   

 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK;     Remember in your prayers and 

ask for the recovery of Maryann Camiskay, Gregory Tenbekjian, 

Anne Kachigian, Karen Pirchio,  Karen Weidner,                       

George Ghazarian Jr., Edward Chapian, Marjan Minasian,              

Robert Foronjy, Ronald Foronjy,  Ruth Bedevian, Lusi Ezgilioglu,                      

Aram & Mary Varteressian, Brandon Katz, Dan Patoyian, 

(Moynihan), Thomas Thomasian, Alice Manookian,                      

Juliette Haddad, James Azarian, Wendy Lathey,                       

Varoujan Harutunian, Marie Harutunian, Joseph Harutunian, 



Joanna Jaworska, Mosses Bairamian, Lou Scipione,                           

Jared Tashjian, Ruben Grigoryants, Michael Sakolsky,            

Lynne Ford, Frank Cornawchiulo, Rose Kardashian, Ryan Hallak, 

John Hallak,  Carmelina Mancini, Marie Tenguerian,                

Hana Botier,  Mary Ann Kral, Emily Ring, Clara Yeramian,               

Jerry DiSanto,   Julie Frattarola, Melanie Sarkisian,             

Anthony Laudati and all those who are suffering.   

We commit our sick and shut-ins to our Heavenly Father who 

cares and watches over all His children.  

              ñI will never leave thee nor forsake theeò 

 

CHURCH  ETIQUETTE : 

Father Diran and the Parish Council sincerely request that 

parishioners respond to the following, so that our beloved Church 

may function in a more orderly and respectful manner: 

Altar Candles ~ Please note, according to Armenian Church 

tradition, all Altar Candles must be lit before the beginning of 

Badarak.  Those desiring to light candles in memory of loved ones 

or friends are requested to notify the Church Office in advance by 

noon of Wednesday preceding the Sunday of remembrance. 

Reverence Required ~ Please be advised that, according to the 

tradition of the Armenian Church, members of the congregation are 

strongly reminded to refrain from walking in and out of the 

Sanctuary while services are in progress. You are especially  

reminded not to do so during 1) the Chanting of the Gospel,                   

(pg. 17); 2) recitation of the Creed (Havadamk), (pg. 18); 3) the 

Chalice Procession, (pg. 24-25);  4)  Hayr Mer (pg 41); 5) the Hymn, 

ñDer Voghormya,ò (pg. 45); and 6) distribution of the Holy 

Communion, (p. 49). Also, please do not chew gum or cross legs 
during church services.  Please observe the ñarrowsò in the new liturgy 

books. They indicate when you should Stand, Sit, or Kneel.  

 

DRESS CODE FOR CHURCH AND SUNDAY SCHOOL      
As we worship in our beloved Armenian Church on Sundays and 

attend Sunday School, let us be mindful that we are in Godôs 

House.  Since we are in Godôs House, it is important that we dress 



appropriately.  The attire (clothing) we wear on Sundays should be 

in good taste; therefore, any transparent clothes, shorts and skirts 

with length above the knees, halter and tank tops, spaghetti straps, 

jeans, etc, should be avoided. Bare shoulders should be covered 

with a shawl. 

 

 

Springsteen retreat for Saturday April 14, 2018 has 

been cancelled and will be rescheduled at a later 

date. 

 

 

 

WOMENôS GUILD    is selling Womenôs Guild Choreg, Hantes 

Choreg, Tel Baneer, Khadaif (unbaked and oven ready, 

instructions included) and Kurabia outside in front of the rectory 

garage.   

 

ARMENIAN SCHOOL   is selling Baghaj today outside in front 

of the rectory garage. 

 

SENIOR CENTER   will not have their Wednesday meeting 

during Holy week, March 28, 2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images;_ylt=A2KLfSJh.Kta_DUAsRxXNyoA;_ylu=X3oDMTEyN2E2cDU2BGNvbG8DYmYxBHBvcwMxBHZ0aWQDQjUyODVfMQRzZWMDc2M-?p=Guitar&fr=yfp-t-s


 

 

BIBLE STUDY        April 11 & April 25, 2018      7:30-9 PM                                  

Bible Study date changed to Wednesday Evenings  2nd & 4th week   
  

Book of Job 

Chapter 34  ά9ƭƛƘǳ tǊƻŎƭŀƛƳ DƻŘΩǎ WǳǎǘƛŎŜέ 

Chapter 35  ά9ƭƛƘǳ Condemns Self-wƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎέ 

Chapter 36  ά9ƭƛƘǳ 9Ȅŀƭǘǎ DƻŘΩǎ DƻƻŘƴŜǎǎέ 
 

In Job 26 Job utters a poem about the vast power of God, 

responding to the theme of Bildad's final speech. Job concludes 

that the mighty power of God that man sees is "the outer fringe of 

his works." In Job 27, Job laments that God has denied him justice 

despite his innocence, and he then describes the ultimate fate of the 

wicked -- "He lies down wealthy, but will do so no more; when he 

opens his eyes, all is gone."  In Job 28, Job offers a wisdom poem 

which answers the question, "Where can wisdom be found?"  Job 

concludes, "The fear of the Lord is wisdom, and to shun evil is 

understanding."  In Job 29-31, like a lawyer, Job submits a three 

part summation:  a nostalgic review of his past happiness, wealth 

and honor; a lament of his loss of everything; and a final 

declaration that he is innocent.  He concludes his case with a 

lament: "Oh that I had someone to hear me!  I sign now my 

defense - let the Almighty answer me.  Let my accuser put my 

indictment in writing." 

In Job 32-33,we hear Elihu for the first time.  Elihu, the youngest 

of the four counselors who have come to comfort Job, has been 

standing on the sidelines in deference to his older counselors.  He 

now opens up to argue that Job and the three other counselors are 

incorrect.  He does not make false accusations against Job as the 

three others had done, but criticizes what Job himself has 

stated.  Elihu tells Job that he is wrong in his perception that God 

has found fault with him and considers Job his enemy.  Elihu 

declares, "In this you are not right, for God is greater than 

man.  Why do you complain to him that he answers none of man's 



words?  For God does speak, now one way, now another, though 

man may not perceive it." 

 



 

 

 

 

 



SCHEDULE OF CHURCH SERVICES 

Holy Week and Easter 
 

St. Leon Armenian Church 

12-61 Saddle River Road 

Fair Lawn, New Jersey 

Rev. Fr. Diran Bohajian, Pastor 
 

Sunday,  March 25, 2018                    Palm Sunday 
 Morning Service            9:00 am 

 Divine Liturgy           10:00 am 

 Opening of the Doors          12:00 pm 

 

Tuesday, March 27, 2018    Remembrance of the Ten Virgins 
 Vespers                      7:00 pm 
 

Thursday, March 29, 2018              Great and Holy Thursday 
 Divine Liturgy           10:00 am 

 Washing of the Feet            7:00 pm 

 Betrayal Service            9:00 pm 

  

Friday, March 30, 2018                    Great and Holy Friday 
 Burial Service             7:00 pm 
  

Saturday, March 31, 2018                                    Easter Eve 
           Student Communion*          9:30 am  

           Great Vespers                       7:15 pm 

           Divine Liturgy                                               8:00 pm 

           *Students Communion Breakfast following service   

 and Adults are welcome 

 

Sunday, April 1, 2018                                 Easter Sunday 
 Morning Service            9:00 am 

 Divine Liturgy           10:00 am 

 

 

ÈÈÈÈÈÈÈÈÈÈÈÈÈÈ 

 



St. Leon Sunday School 

Easter Communion 

Saturday, March 31, 2018 

 

Please join in as we celebrate the resurrection. 

9 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt 

Ages 3-5, 6-9 and 10-12 

9:30 Communion Service 

10:30 Pancake Breakfast  
($5 donation at the door) 

 
Baskets to be raffled off to support our Lenten Promise to Feeding America and  

Special Need Children in Armenia 

 

Communion, Fun, Fellowship and Food 

(Maybe a visit from the Easter Bunny, too) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



St. Leon Armenian Church Womenõs Guild 

Hye Tea Social  
for Ladies and their Female Guests  

 
Thursday Evening, May 1 0, 2018 

Abajian  Hall   7 PM  
 

Starting Our Second Decade  

You may bring other items, but year 11 is Tea Cup!  
 

Entertainment:  
To Be Announced  

 

Donation:  $25 per person payable by April 30 th  
$35 per person f or reservations made after April 

30 th  

No Walk -Ins.  
 

Make checks payable to St. Leon Womenõs Guild  
and mail to:  

Lynn Beylerian, 823 Peachtree Lane, Franklin Lakes, 
NJ 07417. For additional questions you can contact 
Lynn at lynnbeylerian@gmail.com  or (201) 914 -0354 

 
 

 

mailto:lynnbeylerian@gmail.com


 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

               t[!b¢{ Chw /IwL{¢Ω{ ¢ha.  

 

 Please help us maintain this 
beautiful spiritual custom in our Church.  
Your donation will help defray the cost 
of the purchase of these plants. 

Plants for Christõs Tomb                                            

Yes, I would like to support/maintain 
the beautiful tradition of our Armenian 

Church.  Enclosed please find the amount of $_________ towards the 
ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ¢ƻƳōΦ tƭŜŀǎe return this form with your 
donation to the Church Office by Today. 

Please print:  

Name _____________________________________________________ 

In Honor of_____________________________________________ 

In Memory of___________________________________________ 

Telephone____________________________________________ 

LILIES FOR THE HOLY ALTAR 

Parishioners who wish to make a contribution to the 

Lilies that will grace the Holy Altar on Easter Sunday 

by filling in the form below and submitting it to the Church Office by 

Sunday today.  Enclosed please find the amount of $________. 

LILIES - Please print:  

 Name ____________________ 

In Honor of  ________________________ 

In Memory of  _______________________ 

Telephone  _________________________ 



 
 



 

 

 

 

 


