ST. LEON ARMENIAN CHURCH

Feast of the Catholic Church of Holy Etchmiadzin
June 11, 2023

Morning Service 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM

Readings from the Holy Scripture

Zechariah 3:7-4:9
Hebrews 9:1-10
Gospel of John 10:22-30
“God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son, so that

everyone who believes in Him might not perish but might have eternal
life" John 3:16

Rev. Fr. Diran Bohajian
ShPUL 2218 M02U.86U L

12-61 Saddle River Road, Fair Lawn, NJ 07410
Phone (201) 791-2862

Church E-mail address: churchoffice@stleon.org
Fr. Diran’s E-mail address: dbohajian@stleon.org
St. Leon’s Website: http://www.stleon.org
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ALTAR SERVERS

Deacons Nurhan Ezik, Dr. Berdj Feredjian,
Diran Jebejian, Dr. Hrach Kasaryan,
Nubar Kasaryan, Dr. Gregory Kazanjian,
Sebuh Oscherician, Sarkis Pilavdjian
Subdns. Paul Chamesian, Jack Hamparian, Vahe Kiljian
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CHOIR MASTER PRINCIPAL ORGANIST
George Paroonagian Sirvard Galstian

ASSISTANT CHOIR DIRECTORS
Daniella Ashbahian Dawn Donofrio
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*Before the singing of the Lord’s Prayer, Hayr Mer,
Fr. Diran will conduct the Prayer Service for Holy Etchmiadzin.
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**In honor of Women'’s Guild Day, members will be serving in
various capacities during badarak today.
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PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS

Chairman Mark Badach

Vice Chairman Serda Belekdanian

Treasurer George Kundakji

Assistant Treasurer Haig Buchakjian

Recording Sec’y Peter Bedevian

Corresponding Sec’y Patricia Toofangjian

Members at Large Hratch Beylerian, Hagop Cilingiryan,

Dawn Hourdajian, Marilou Pinajian,
Barbara Royland



HOKEHANKISD

:ﬁ' Our Women’s Guild has requested Hokehankisd for the souls

of the Departed Members of the Women’s Guild. Altar candles are
lit in their memory. Please refer to the inserted booklet for their
names.

“ﬁ' Hrant & Alice Mekhsian, Maral & Michael Devian & family,

Shoushig & Antranig Karalian & family, Sevag & Stephanie Mekhsian
request Hokehankisd for the soul of Sirvard Bekarian Dermenjian,
loving sister, sister-in-law, & aunt on the occasion of the 40" day
(Karasoonk) of her passing into eternal rest. They also request
Hokehankisd for all the souls of all the Dermenjian, Bekarian, &
Mekhsian departed members. The family has donated towards the
altar flowers and has requested that the altar candles be lit in
memory of their loved ones.

Eﬁ' Yester Garabedian & family also request Hokehankisd for the
soul of Sirvard Bekarian Dermenjian on the occasion of her 40"
day of passing into eternal rest. The family has donated towards the
altar flowers and has requested that the altar candles be lit in
memory of their loved one.

‘ﬁ' Marie-rose Arakelian & Maralle, Meghrig, & Taniel request

Hokehankisd for the soul of Ardash Garabedian beloved father &
grandfather on his 8" anniversary of passing into eternal rest.

The family has donated towards the altar flowers and has requested
that the altar candles be lit in memory of their loved one.
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:ﬁ' George & Rose Balabanian, sons & their families request

Hokehankisd for the souls of Abraham Nalbantian,

Avedis & Nevart Nalbantian, Haroutun & Elizabeth Balabanian,
Mary Balabanian, Yezagel Balabanian & all the departed
members of the Nalbanian & Balabanian families, on their
passing into eternal rest. The family also requests Hokehankisd for
the souls of Lucine Vartanian, George Vartanian, & Sonia Devian
on their passing into eternal rest. The family has donated towards the
altar flowers and has requested that the altar candles be lit in
memory of their loved one.

Hokehankisd Deadline:
Kindly submit all Hokehankisd requests by 12 noon on Thursdays to be

included in that week’s Sunday bulletin. Please note, a standard word

format is used to maintain consistency. Please include contact information

when you email or call the church office with your submissions.

-I- PRAYER FOR REQUIEM - HOKEHANKISD

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

O Christ, Son of God, forbearing and compassionate, have compassion, in your love
as our creator, upon the souls of your servants who are at rest, especially upon the
souls of your servants (names), for whom we are offering these prayers. Be mindful
of them on the great day of the coming of your kingdom. Make them worthy of
mercy, of expiation and forgiveness of sins. Glorify them and reckon them with the
company of your saints at your right hand. For you are the Lord and creator of all,
judge of the living and of the dead. And to you is befitting glory, dominion, and

honor, now and unto the ages of ages.




PRAYERS FOR THE SICK

Remember in your prayers and ask for the recovery of,

Aleksan Aristakesian, Felicia Asomani, James Azarian, Mosses Bairamian, Hana
Botie, Zoe Brooks, Frank Cornawchiulo, Jerry DiSant, Mike Fenarjian, Julie
Frattarola, Yester Garabedian Ruben Grigoryants, Varoujan Harutunian, Lusine
Hovsepyan, Silva Jinivizian, Robert John Karanfilian 1ll, Brandon Katz, Annette
Kouchshirin, Jim & Wendy Lathey, Carmelina Mancini, Bill Manookian, Sebuh
Oscherician, Emily Ring, Michael Sakolsky, Melanie Sarkisian, Marie Tenguerian,
Greg Tenbekjian, Clara Yeramian.

We commit our sick and shut-ins to our Heavenly Father who cares and

watches over all His children.

“l will never leave thee nor forsake thee.”

(Kindly assist with updating the prayer list. If a name needs to be added or removed,
notify the church office. Thank you).

Do-yow know what the writing above the altar says?

It is written in classical Armenian which says,
“Love one another, because God is Love.”

(“Seevetsek izmeemeeyanis, zee Asdvadsy ser ¢



Church Etiquette

Reverence Required

8
I

* Please refrain from entering the pews when the following parts
of the Divine Liturgy (Soorp Badarak) are taking place.
You may stand in the back of the church until these parts have

ended. The parish council members will be happy to assist you.

Chanting of the Gospel, pg. 17

Recitation of the Creed (Havadamk), pg.18
Chalice Procession, pg. 24-25

Hayr Mer, pg. 41

Hymn, “Der Voghormya,” pg. 45

Holy Communion, pg. 49.
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* Also, please do not chew gum or cross legs during church services.

* Please observe the “arrows” in the liturgy books,

they indicate when you should Stand, Sit, or Kneel

*For your convenience, liturgy book pages are indicated

on the monitor located on the right side of the altar.




Fundamenial Teachings of the

Armenian CAurch

The Seven Sacraments...
Baptism, Confirmation, Penance, Holy Communion, Matrimony, Holy
Orders, Unction with Qil (for the sick)

The Seven Spiritual Works of Mercy...
To instruct the ignorant,
To counsel the doubtful,
To exhort & convert sinners,
To comfort the sorrowing & afflicted,
To forgive offenses,
To suffer wrongs patiently,
To pray for others, living & dead.

Tre Four Cardinal Virtues...
Prudence, Justice, Temperance, Fortitude

The Four Notes of the True CHurch...
One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic

The Four Symbols of the Gospers...
St. Matthew- Angel St. Mark- Winged Lion,
St. Luke- Winged Ox  St. John- Eagle

The Gifts of the Holy Spirit...
Wisdom & understanding,
Counsel & spiritual strength,
Knowledge & true godliness,
Holy fear of the Lord.
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Feast of Holy Etchmiadzin

The Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin lies among the vast fertile
valley of River Arax, near historic Mount Ararat, where,
according to Biblical legend Noah landed after the Flood.The
Mother Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin is one of the most
ancient and most beautiful examples of Christian architecture. It
was founded to commemorate the proclamation of Christianity
as the national religion of Armenia. The original building was
completed in 303 AD.Since its distant beginnings, Etchmiadzin
has remained the spiritual center of the Armenian people.
Etchmiadzin was built on the site of the settlement called
Vardkesavan after Prince Vardkes. The renowned Armenian
historian Movses Khorenatzi (Moses of Khorene) writes that
under King Vagarshak this rapidly growing and thriving
settlement was fortified by a wall and a large rampart and
renamed Vagarshapat or Nor-Kakhak (New Town). In the
middle of the 2nd century A.D., the Romans, having destroyed
Armenia’s capital of Artashet, established themselves in
Vagarshapat, which they renamed Cainepolis, and proclaimed it
the new capital. For more than two centuries Vagarshapat
remained the capital of Armenia and the seat of the Armenian
kings.It acquired growing significance as Christianity became
the official religion. The Mother Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin,
built from 301 to 303, became the seat of the Armenian Church.


https://armenianchurchsydney.org.au/feast-of-holy-etchmiadzin/

However, 60 years later the invasion of the Persian army
reduced Vagarshapat to ruins. But the Persians did not touch
the cathedral. Today’s city of Etchmiadzin sits on the ruins of
the ancient city of Vagarshapat — the city getting its name from
the cathedral.

Etchmiadzin is Armenian for “the descent (echnel) of the only
begotten (miatsin).” It is so named because of its origins in the
miraculous vision of St. Gregory the llluminator. St. Gregory
saw Christ’s hand descend from heaven, then strike the land
with a gold hammer. The image of a church soon appeared in
that location. On that spot, St. Gregory built the cathedral,
which he called Etchmiadzin.The name of the feast day is
officially called the “Feast of the Catholic Church of Holy
Etchmiadzin” (canonically known as Don Sourp Edjmiadzni
Gatoghiguh Yegeghetzin, found in the book of days liturgical
calendar). It is not Catholic in the Roman Catholic sense, but in
the older meaning of the word: Universal.The use of the word
“Catholic” to mean universal can also be found in the word
Catholicos, which means universal bishop. It reflects the idea
that there was one church, founded by Jesus Christ and spread
by the Apostles. Using the term “Catholic” was a way of noting
that fact despite the difference in language and local hierarchy
that developed as the church grew. It is as a “Catholic” church
that the various bishops and leaders gathered for the various
ecumenical councils, trying to hammer out issues as one
universal church.

DIOCESE OF THE ARMEMIANM CHURCH OF AMERICA (EASTERN] 4+ VEMKAR.US



BIBLE STUDIES

Wednesday, June 14, 2023.
TIME: 7:30 PM —9:00 PM
Zoom Bible Study.

Please call or e-mail Fr. Diran and
he will send you the link for the
Bible Study.

2 Maccabees

Chapter 2 “Jeremiah Hides the Tent, Ark and Altar”
Chapter 3 “Arrival of Heliodorus in Jerusalem”
Chapter 4 “Simon Accuses Onias”

Simon is elected as High Priest but there is no mention of the Lord’s
role. Even as they mention that a Prophet is coming, again no
mention of the presences of God. We learn how easy it is to forget
the importance of God in our lives as we achieve various successes.
The Jews try to replace the Lord with their own power, instead of
relying on the source of all power, blessings and successes which is
the Lord, God Almighty.

In the Second Book of Maccabees, we begin to see the presence
and acknowledgement of God in the life of the Israelites.




Church Campus Happenings...

Kiss of Peace: “Krisdos ee mech mer haydnetsav.”
(Christ is revealed among us.)
“Orhnyal e haydnootyoonun Krisdosi.”
(Blessed is the revelation of Christ.)

We need volunteers to perform the “Kiss of Peace” during Sunday Badarak.
It's a beautiful way to partake in our service. Please consider volunteering &
call our church office if interested. Thank you.

Armenian School:

All purchasing opportunities for lahmajun, sujuk, & baghaj, can be forwarded
to Barbara Hovsepian by texting 551-206-6686, or by emailing
bhovsepian@optonline.net * Please note orders resume in September.

Sunday School:
Runs from 10am -12pm, PreK through 11™ grades.

Click on the following link to register students; https://bit.ly/3zL ZoF6.
For further inquiries contact
Andrea Carden at 201-264-2805, or email at acarden56@gmail.com.

St. Leon’s Social Club:

Social Club meets every Wednesday, 11:30am-3:00pm at our

Youth Center Commons. We encourage you to bring a friend and spend
an afternoon together! Donation is $3. Hope to see you there this week!

Coffee Hospitality:
Today’s coffee reception is hosted by our ACYOA Juniors.
Please join us after Badarak in our newly renovated Abajian Hall.

Please Note: All St Leon Campus postings must be pre-approved by the church
office. All others will be removed. No taping on any glass is permitted & sorry, no
personal business promotions can be posted. Consider, inquiring about
advertisement space in our Lradoo, instead.
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Congratulations
Class of 2023!

We would love to acknowledge all our recent
graduates* in our next LRADOO publication.
Please email name, photo, & a paragraph about
the diploma recipients to
churchoffice@stleon.org
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*Pre-school, Kindergarten, Grade, High, College,
Trade, Doctorate Schools are all welcomed!

(Please submit by June 30", 2023, to be included
In our May/June Lradoo).
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Holy Name Medical Center provides
COMPLIMENTARY BLOOD PRESSURE
SCREENING at St. Leon
Typically, every third Wednesday of each
month, from 2-3pm.

We need more participants for this service to
continue.

Please consider stopping by on our next
scheduled screening-

» June 21, 2023
(Mark your calendars)

It's a walk-in service, no appointment needed.
Feel free to call the church office with any
guestions.

Your heart will thank you! @
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ONLINE REGlSTRA ON IS OPEN FOR

ST. VARTAN CAMP

Staff Training: June 21 - June 24
Session A: June 25 - July 8
Session B: July 9 - July 22
Session C: July 23 - August 5

Faith, fun, and fellowship!

CAMPERS AGES 8 - 15
CITS AGES 16 & 17

STAFF AGES 18 & OLDER
CIT & Staff applications due April 15

Visit diocesansummercamps.org to
find out more information and to register.



ARMENIAN-AMERICAN HEALTH PROFESSIONALS
ORGANIZATION

Of New York, New Jersey & Connecticut

Cordially invites you to a Medical Workshop
Hosted by St Leon Parish Council
Sunday, June 25, 2023, at 1pm

Abajian Hall

PANEL PARTICIPANTS:

Dr. Louis Najarian, MD
Gaming, Social Media, Drugs

Dr. Lawrence Najarian, MD
Macular Degeneration

Dr. Tro Kalayjian, DO
Weight Control

Dr. Knarig Khatchadurian Meyer, PHD
Nutrition

Moderator/Chairperson

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED

For more information, please contact St Leon Church Office
Plan to join us!



FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION
OF THE HOLY MOTHER-OF-GOD
AND THE BLESSING OF THE GRAPES

-St. Mary died in Jerusalem fifteen years after the
Resurrection of Christ.

-The Apostles, with the exception of St. Bartholomew,

buried her with great reverence in the Garden of Gethsemane.
-When Bartholomew came to visit the tomb and pay

his respects, he found it empty.

-He and the Apostles were convinced her body had been
taken to heaven by the Lord.

-This belief was sanctioned by the Church between the

9th and 12 centuries.

On the day of the Feast of the Assumption of the Holy Mother-of-
God (ASDVADZADZIN - Bearer of God), the Blessing of Grapes
takes place immediately after the celebration of the Divine Liturgy.
As thanksgiving for the fruitfulness of the year, fruits are presented
to God to be blessed. Grapes are considered the queen of fruits,
thereby symbolizing all crops. The Holy Virgin Mary is considered
the "Tree of Life" who gave birth to the "Good Fruit" (Christ) for our
salvation. Christ compared Himself to the Vine (John 15:1) and
blessed the cup of wine to be His Blood. Grape wine is used in Holy
Communion as the Blood of Christ that was shed for the salvation of
mankind. _

If you wish to make a monetary donation to offset the
purchase of the grapes, please fill out & send bottom
form, along with your contribution, to St Leon
Church Office, by Monday, August 7th, 2023.

Your names will be acknowledged in the Sunday bulletin.

(Please Print) Kindly mark "Grapes" on the memo line of checks.
Name

Donation $ Tel #




CALLING ALL WALKERS!
Sponsored by The St. Leon Woman’s Guild

Mondays, 10:00 am — 11:00 am
We will meet weekly and hope that you can
join us!
Where: St Leon Front Parking Lot

Bring water and your sneakers!
Enjoy fun & fellowship with your friends!

Questions? Please call Lisa Boyajian
at 551-265-1105

Hope to see you!

£ 6 B




ACYOA SENIORS
T=-SHIRTS $15 EACH
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FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION
CONTACT

ALINE
TASHJIAN

201-696-0023



English Form

St. Leon

Armenian Church
(0000  Paving the Way...Brick by Brick

Assist in paving the way to St. Leon Armenian Church’s new education and recreation build-
ing. A common area at the entry to the building will consist of engraved bricks. This is 8 wonderful
way to make your support of this facility permanently known. You may choose to have your name,
the name of a child or grandchild, birthday, anniversary or graduation day, engraved on the brick.
The possibilities are numerous and the help invaluable in meeting our goal of expanding our ministry
by expanding our facilities,

There are two sizes to choose from in English and Armenian letters. Each donoe will receive a

certificate of ownership and the satisfaction of knowing that your support will help our St. Lean
family continue to grow in faith in the Armenian Church well into the 21st century.

Name:

Address:

City / Swate / Zip:

Telephone: Email:

Commemorative Brick Purchase: Ror 4" 2 8" - engraving to read as follows: (plcase print clearly)
English Letters

0 0 59 £ i 150 0 e B8 20 RS (1 158 |

4" x 8" Brick @ $135.00 [ oy A ol A NS b I ) N L B D

Maximum of two lines, 13 Jettees per line

For 8" x 8" - engraving to read as follows: (please print clearly)
(e N SRR ) oL b, B O 50 e B O

BT Lol 1ol rg . [y okaning
Amount Enclosed: $ Lol Lo kod Lhaliafea] o SIS NENE
| (SN (o (Sl A [ O SRR P A (o ey ()

___ 8"x8" Brick @ $250.00
Maximum of four lines, 13 letters per line

Please retumn this form to;
Barbara Royland
44 Bensan Avemue
Westwood, N.J. 07675
Email: byemom @optomline. net
201-666-5735
Check payahle to: St. Leon (Memo: Brick Canipaign)
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Saint Leon Church Membership

How do we understand membership
in the Armenian Church?

By receiving the sacrament of baptism in the Armenian Church, we
are all members. However, per the bylaws of our diocese,
membership is further understood as those who annually pay dues to
a specific parish.

A dues-paying member is one who takes responsibility for offering
their service for the spiritual and financial growth of our parish and in
the advancing our Diocesan Christian mission.

“The mission of the Armenian Apostolic

Orthodox Church is to preach the Gospel of our Lovd Jesus
Christ and to proclaim its message of salvation. This
mission is realized through worship, education, witness,
service, and the common life in Christ as expressed in the
distinctive faith-experience of the Armenian people.”

Further, dues-paying members are eligible to participate in the
governance of our parish by voting at the Parish Assembly and may
run for office in any of the executive bodies of the various
organizations of the parish, including the Parish Council.

The St. Leon Parish Assembly has designated the following amounts
as the required minimum dues for St. Leon Parish Membership.
Please consider becoming a dues-paying member & contribute as
generously as the Lord leads you.

Individual (18+): $175
Student (18-24): $50
Senior (65+): $100




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sun

=

\ June 11 | Morning Service, Divine Liturgy

ﬁﬁﬁﬁg\ Sunday School, Women’s Guild Day

WG

Tue | June 13 | Women’s Guild & Men’s Fellowship Barbecue
Abajian Hall, 6pm, $15 Donation, RSVP 201-615-2441

Sun | June 18 | Morning Service, Divine Liturgy L4
Happy Father's Day * Day *

Sun | June 25 | Morning Service, Divine Liturgy
Sunday School, AAHPO presentation

Sun | July 2 | Morning Service, Divine Liturgy

Sun | July 9 | Morning Service, Divine Liturgy

Sun | July 16 | Morning Service, Divine Liturgy
Feast of the Transfiguration of our Lord

Sun | July 23 | Morning Service, Divine Liturgy

Sun | July 30 | Morning Service, Divine Liturgy

Last Gospel
Matthew 11:25-30

~There are no wedding sacraments permitted on the

five major feast days in the Armenian Church which are:

Armenian Christmas — January 6, 2024
Easter -March 31, 2024
Transfiguration — July 16, 2023

Assumption of the Virgin Mary — August 13, 2023
Exaltation of the Holy Cross — September 17, 2023




