
    ST. LEON ARMENIAN CHURCH 
      Third Sunday after the Octave of Theophany   

January 28, 2024 
 

  Morning Service 9:00 AM     Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM 

 

 
 
 

_______________________________________ 

Readings from the Holy Scripture 
 

Isaiah 63:7-18 

 2 Timothy 3:1-12 

        John 6:22-38  
 

“God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son, so that 
everyone who believes in Him might not perish but might have eternal 

life" John 3:16 
____________________________________________________________ 

 
Rev. Fr. Diran Bohajian 

TIRAN QFN|1 P&FAY:AN 
 

  12-61 Saddle River Road, Fair Lawn, NJ  07410 
Phone (201) 791-2862   
          

Church E-mail address:   churchoffice@stleon.org 
Fr. Diran’s E-mail address:    dbohajian@stleon.org                                        
St. Leon’s Website:   http://www.stleon.org     
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 ALTAR SERVERS 
 
      Deacons  Nurhan Ezik, Dr. Berdj Feredjian,  

Diran Jebejian, Dr. Hrach Kasaryan, 

Nubar Kasaryan, Dr. Gregory Kazanjian, 

Sebuh Oscherician, Sarkis Pilavdjian 

 

      Subdns.   Paul Chamesian, Jack Hamparian, Vahe Kiljian 
 


  

 CHOIR MASTER               PRINCIPAL ORGANIST 

       George Paroonagian                      Sirvard Galstian 
 

  ASSISTANT CHOIR DIRECTORS 

               Daniella Ashbahian                      Dawn Donofrio 
 

  


Our Artsakh Refugee Brothers & Sisters Need Our Help
    Please Keep Armenia in Your Prayers 





 

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 
Chairperson  Dr. Mark Badach 

Vice Chairperson  Serda Belekdanian 

Treasurer   George Kundakji 

Ass’t Treasurer Haig Buchakjian 

Recording Sec’y  Peter Bedevian 

Cor. Sec’y  Patricia Toofangjian 

Members at Large        Hratch Beylerian, Hagop Cilingiryan,  

Dawn Hourdajian, Marilou Pinajian,  

Barbara Royland 

 


 

Thank you to the Fair Lawn High School Transition Program 

students who typically fold & deliver our Sunday bulletins. 



HOKEHANKISD 

 
  Marian Sirazi reuests Hokehankisd for the souls of  

Satenik Cakmaktas, beloved mother, Minas Cakmaktas, beloved 

father, & Murat Cakmaktas, beloved brother on passing into eternal 

rest. The family has donated towards the altar flowers and has 

requested that altar candles be lit in memory of their loved ones. 

 
  The Halejian & Duckman families request Hokehankisd for 

the soul of Floraine Halejian, beloved mother on the occasion of the 

10th anniversary of passing into eternal rest. The family has donated 

towards the altar flowers and has requested that altar candles be lit 

in memory of their loved one. 

 

  Lisa Haledjian & family request Hokehankisd for the soul of 

Floraine Halejian, on the occasion of the 10th anniversary of passing 

into eternal rest. The family has donated towards the altar flowers 

and has requested that altar candles be lit in memory of their loved 

one. 

 

    Dn. Sarkis, Sandra & Vrej Pilavdjian request Hokehankisd 

for the soul of Lucine Khatcherian-Markarian, loving aunt on the 

4th year of her passing into eternal rest.The family has donated 

towards the altar flowers and has requested that altar candles be lit 

in memory of their loved one. 

 

  The Beylerian, Pinajian, Knaian and McNally families request 

Hokehankisd for the souls of Grace Pinajian beloved mother and 

grandmother on the first anniversary of her passing into eternal 

peace, and for Dn. Charles Pinajian, beloved father, and 

grandfather.  The family has donated towards the altar flowers and 

has requested that altar candles be lit in memory of their loved ones. 

 



         Hokehankisd Request Deadline:   

Hokehankisd requests must be submitted by noon on Thursdays so that it 

can the printed in that week’s Sunday bulletin. 

Please be mindful that a standard word format is used to maintain non-

preferential consistency in the allotted printing space.  

Be sure to include contact information when emailing or leaving a message 

with your submissions. 

 

PRAYER FOR REQUIEM- HOKEHANKISD 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

O Christ, Son of God, forbearing and compassionate, have compassion, in 
your love as our creator, upon the souls of your servants who are at rest, 
especially upon the souls of your servants (names), for whom we are 
offering these prayers. Be mindful of them on the great day of the coming of 
your kingdom.  Make them worthy of mercy, of expiation and forgiveness of 
sins.  Glorify them and reckon them with the company of your saints at your 
right hand.  For you are the Lord and creator of all, judge of the living and of 
the dead. And to you is befitting glory, dominion, and honor, now and unto 
the ages of ages. 

 


 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK   
  Remember in your prayers and ask for the recovery of, 

(Kindly assist with updating the prayer list by notifying the church office of any changes). 
 

Aleksan Aristakesian, Felicia Asomani, James Azarian, Mosses 

Bairamian, Hana Botie, Zoe Brooks, Frank Cornacchiulo, Jerry 

DiSanti, Julie Frattarola, Varoujan Harutunian, Lusine Hovsepyan, 

Silva Jinivizian, Robert John Karanfilian III, Brandon Katz, Annette 

Kucukshirin, Jim & Wendy Lathey, Sara Malajian, George 

Malke,Carmelina Mancini, Bill Manookian, Sebuh Oscherician, Emily 

Ring, Michael Sakolsky, Melanie Sarkisian, Marie Tenguerian, Greg 

Tenbekjian, Clara Yeramian. 

 
We commit our sick and shut-ins to our Heavenly Father who care and watches over 

all His children.                    “I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.”   



 

 

 Church Etiquette 
      Reverence Required 

 

Please refrain from entering the pews when the following     

 parts of the Divine Liturgy (Soorp Badarak) are taking place. 

Kindly, stand in the back of the church until these parts have ended.  

 

The parish council members will be happy to assist you. 

 
1.  Chanting of the Gospel, pg. 17 

2.  Recitation of the Creed (Havadamk), pg.18 

3.  Chalice Procession, pg. 24-25 

4.  Intonation by the Priest, pg. 31 

5.  Vorti Asdoodzo pg. 33 

6.  Hayr Mer, pg. 41 

7.  Hymn, “Der Voghormya,” pg. 42-45 

8.  Holy Communion, pg. 49. 

 
1. Also, please do not chew gum, cross legs, nor stretch                                                           

arms over back pews during church services. 
 

2. Please observe the “arrows” in the liturgy books,  
           they indicate when you should Stand, Sit, or Kneel. 
 

3. For your convenience, liturgy book pages are indicated 
          on the monitor located on the right side of the altar. 

 



 ՀԱՂՈՐԴԱԳՐՈՒԹՅՈՒՆ  

 

Արցախին նվիրված համաժողով 

Եվրոպական Խորհրդարանում 

 
 Սույն թվականի հունվարի 24-ին Բրյուսելում՝ Եվրոպական 

Խորհրդարանում, տեղի ունեցավ «Պահպանելով Լեռնային Ղարաբաղի 

մշակութային և հոգևոր ժառանգությունը» խորագրով խորհրդաժողովը, 

որը կազմակերպվել էր Եվրոխորհրդարանի նախաձեռնությամբ:  

 Միջոցառմանը բացման խոսքով հանդես եկան Բելգիայի 

Թագավորությունում ՀՀ արտակարգ և լիազոր դեսպան, 

Եվրամիությունում Հայաստանի ներկայացուցչության ղեկավար Տիգրան 

Բալայանը և Եվրոխորհրդարանի պատգամավոր Միրիամ Լեքսմանը:  

 Ադրբեջանի կողմից հայոց սրբավայրերի թիրախավորման, 

պատմամշակութային արժեքների ոչնչացման քաղաքականության և այդ 

ուղղությամբ միջազգային հանրության կողմից ձեռնարկվելիք քայլերի 

հրատապության մասին, Ն.Ս.Օ.Տ.Տ. Գարեգին Երկրորդ Ծայրագույն 

Պատրիարք և Ամենայն Հայոց Կաթողիկոսի օրհնությամբ, զեկույցով 

հանդես եկավ Մայր Աթոռ Սուրբ Էջմիածնի Քարոզչական կենտրոնի 

տնօրեն և Արցախի հոգևոր-մշակութային ժառանգության հարցերով 

գրասենյակի բաժնի վարիչ Հոգեշնորհ Տ. Գարեգին վարդապետ 

Համբարձումյանը:  

 Իր զեկույցում Հայր Սուրբը կոչ արեց պաշտպանել Լեռնային 

Ղարաբաղի մշակութային և կրոնական ժառանգությունը, հարգել կրոնի, 

հավատքի ազատությունը, որն ամրագրված է միջազգային մի շարք 

պայմանագրերով, ինչպես նաև հնարավորություն ընձեռնել ՅՈւՆԵՍԿՕ-ի 

անկախ գնահատման առաքելության ներկայացուցիչներին այցելելու 

տարածաշրջան և փաստագրելու մշակութային հուշարձանների 

կարգավիճակը:  

 Խորհրդաժողովին զեկույցներով հանդես եկան նաև Եվրոպա Նոստրա 

մշակութային ժառանգության պահպանության միջազգային 

հասարակական կազմակերպության գլխավոր քարտուղար Սնեսկա 

Քուաեդվիեգ-Միխայլովիչը, «Բնօրրան» պատմամշակութային 

հասարակական կազմակերպության Արցախի մշակութային 

ժառանգության փորձագետ Արմինե Տիգրանյանը և Լյովենի 

համալսարանի պրոֆեսոր Պիեռ դ’Արժանը: 

  
 

 



BIBLE STUDIES  
Wednesday, Feb 14 , 2024.  
TIME:  7:30 PM – 9:00 PM  
.  

Call or e-mail Fr. Diran to receive 
a zoom invite to the Bible study 
group. 
 

“The Discourse with Nicodemus “   John 3:1-21 
 
Wedding in Cana 

The structure of John’s Gospel 2:1-11, emphasizes Jesus’ Divinity which is 

typical of a miracle story. It establishes the setting to reveal the presence of 

God.  The wine runs out and Jesus changes the water into wine which 

becomes his first public act as the inaugural sign of God’s presence in the 

world through the Lord. When Jesus enters the temple courtyard, the 

worship, he sees the place filled with merchants selling sacrificial animals 

and exchanging foreign currencies.  Angrily, Jesus flips their tables in which 

He quotes the Prophet Isaiah, “My house should be called a place of 

Worship, but you have turned it into a place where robbers hide.” Isaiah 

21:13. Jesus says, he will destroy the temple and raise it up in three days, 

but he is speaking about his bodily resurrection.  The Pharisees could not 

understand the depth of Jesus’ teachings.   

 

 


 

Do you know what the writing above the altar says? 

 

 
 
 
 

 
It is written in classical Armenian and says, 

“Love one another, because God is Love.” 

 

                  (“Seeretsek izmeemeeyanis, zee Asdvadz ser e”) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

St. Leon Armenian Church Lenten Service & Series 2024 
_______________________________________________________ 

Lenten Service begins at 7:30 p.m. 
Lenten Lecture begins at 8:30 p.m. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Friday, Feb. 16th  “Why Should We Attend the Divine   Liturgy?” 
                                           by Mr. Hovanes Khosdeghian 
 
Friday, Feb. 23rd  “A 6th Century Monastic Prospective  
                                 and a Western Catholic Viewpoint”  
                                            by Fr. Luke Edelen 
 
Friday, Mar 1st    “Pastoral Care and Ministry to the  
                               Veteran Community”   
                                       by Deacon Alex Chalikian 
  
Friday, Mar 8th    Looking Out For #1: “Applying Biblcial 
                           Passages to Daily Life & How to Maintain  
                           Your Faith in Worldly Temptations” 

by Rev. Fr. Stepanos Doudoukjian  
 
Friday, Mar 15th   St. Nersess Shnorhali: 
                          “Havadov Khosdavanim… I Confess with faith…”                                                
                                          by Dr. Jesse Arlen 
 
Friday, Mar 22nd “Standing Strong in the Storm” 
                                         by Rev. Fr. Glen Sudano  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_  

The lectures will be approximately 30-45 minutes. 
 

Sponsored by The Sarkis Gabrellian Endowment Fund 
 

 



 

 

PLANTS FOR 

CHRIST’S TOMB   

                                  
 

Parishioners who wish to maintain the beautiful tradition of our Armenian Church by contributing towards 
plants for Christ’s Tomb, please return this form with your donation to the Church Office by Monday, 
March 25, 2024. Enclosed please find the amount of $________.  

Please print: 

Name _____________________________________________________ 

In Honor or_________________________________________________ 

In Memory of_______________________________________________ 

Telephone__________________________________________________ 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

LILIES FOR THE 

HOLY ALTAR 
 

 
 

Parishioners who wish to contribute to the Lilies that will grace the Holy Altar on Easter Sunday by filling 
in the form below and submitting it to the Church Office by Monday, March 25, 2024. 
Enclosed please find the amount of $________. 

Please print:                                                              

Name __________________________________________ 

In Honor or________________________________________________ 

In Memory of _______________________________________________ 

Telephone _________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Names of those who donate towards Easter Yughakin, Plants for Christ’s Tomb, & Lilies for the Holy Altar 

will appear in our spring Lradoo  publication. 



Church Campus Happenings… 

Kiss of Peace: “Krisdos ee mech mer haydnetsav.” 
          (Christ is revealed among us.) 

             “Orhnyal e haydnootyoonun Krisdosi.” 
                                     (Blessed is the revelation of Christ.)   

___________________________________________________________________ 

We need volunteers to perform the “Kiss of Peace” during Sunday Badarak. It’s a beautiful way 
to partake in our service. Please consider volunteering & call our church office if interested. 

 

 Armenian School:  

All inquiries for purchasing opportunities of lahmajun, sujuk, & baghaj, 

may be forwarded to Nora Balekji at 973-513-2507 or nbalekji@gmail.com 

Pre-paid orders may be picked up in Abajian Hall on the designated day. 

 
 

Sunday School: 

Runs from 10am -12pm, PreK through 11th grades. Click on the following 

link to register students; https://bit.ly/3zLZoF6. For further inquiries contact 

Andrea Carden at 201-264-2805,  acarden56@gmail.com. 

 
 

St. Leon’s Social Club: 

Social Club meets every Wednesday, 11:30am-3:00pm at the elevator 
accessible, upper level of our Youth Center. We encourage you to bring a 
friend and spend an afternoon together!   Donation is $3.    

Hope to see you there this week! 

 
 

Coffee Hospitality:  

Today’s hospitality is hosted by our Men’s Fellowship. 

Please join us after Badarak, in Abajian Hall for coffee & fellowship. 

 

 

Please Note:   All campus postings must be pre-approved by the church 

office. All others will be removed. No taping on glass nor doors permitted. 

And sorry, no personal business promotions. Consider instead, inquiring 

about advertisement opportunities in our Lradoo.  

mailto:nbalekji@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/3zLZoF6
mailto:acarden56@gmail.com


 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 



    BASKETBALL SCHEDULE 

 

 

 

 

Come Support  

 our Teams! 

 

 



St Leon Church Membership 

 

How do we understand membership  

in the Armenian Church? 

 

By receiving the sacrament of baptism in the Armenian Church, we are all 

members. However, per the bylaws of our diocese, membership is further 

understood as those who annually pay dues to a specific parish. 

 

A dues-paying member is one who takes responsibility for offering their 
service for the spiritual and financial growth of our parish and in the 
advancing our Diocesan Christian mission. 
 

“The mission of the Armenian Apostolic  
Orthodox Church is to preach the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and to proclaim its message of salvation. This mission is 
realized through worship, education, witness, service, and the 
common life in Christ as expressed in the distinctive faith-
experience of the Armenian people.” 
 

Further, dues-paying members are eligible to participate in the governance 

of our parish by voting at the Parish Assembly and may run for office in any 

of the executive bodies of the various organizations of the parish, including 

the Parish Council. 

 

The St. Leon Parish Assembly has designated the following amounts as the 

required minimum dues for St. Leon Parish Membership.  Please consider 

becoming a dues-paying member & contribute as generously as the Lord 

leads you. 

 

*Individuals (18+): $175 

*Students (18-24): $50 

*Seniors (65+): $100 

          *Applications will be supplied upon request. 

  

_________________________________________________________ 
 
REMINDER:   Parish Assembly is scheduled for February 4, 2024. 
Dues paying members should be up to date with their payments to vote. 
__________________________________________________________ 



 CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 

 

         Last Gospel:  Mark 4:26-34 
 

There are no wedding sacraments permitted on Palm Sunday (March 24,2024) & on the five 
major feast days in the Armenian Church which are: 

 
Armenian Christmas – January 6, 2025 

Easter –March 31, 2024 

 Transfiguration – July 7, 2024 

Assumption of the Virgin Mary – August 18, 2024  

Exaltation of the Holy Cross – September 15, 2024 

 

Sun  Jan 28 Morning Service, Divine Liturgy, Sunday School 

Wed Jan 31 Senior Social Club 

Fri Feb  2 Armenian School 

Sun  Feb  4 Morning Service, Divine Liturgy, Sunday School 
Parish Assembly ( held in Sanctuary after Badarak) 

Tues Feb  6 St Leon Day 

Wed Feb  7 Senior Social Club 

Thur Feb 8 St Vartananz CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

Fri Feb  9 Armenian School 

Sun Feb 11 Morning Service, Divine Liturgy,Sunday School 
Poon Baregendan,  SUPER BOWL  

Mon  Feb 12 First Day of Lent 

Wed  Feb 14 Senior Social Club, Valentine’s Day  

Fri Feb 16 Armenian School, Lenten Lecture 

Sun Feb  18 Morning Service, Divine Liturgy, Sunday School 
Sunday of Expulsion  

Wed Feb 21 Senior Social Club 

Fri Feb 23 Armenian School, Lenten Lecture 

Sun Feb 25 Morning Service, Divine Liturgy,Sunday School 
Sunday of the Prodigal Son 

Wed Feb 28 Senior Social Club 

Fri Mar   1 Armenian School, Lenten Lecture 

Sun Mar   3 Morning Service, Divine Liturgy,Sunday School 
Sunday of the Steward 


