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Dr. Bahattin Şakir, the head of the Special Organization tasked with carrying out the genocide, 
wrote on March 3, 1915, that the Committee of Union and Progress “has decided to free the 
homeland from the inordinate ambitions of this accursed nation….[and] to annihilate all of Armenians 

living within Turkey, not to allow a single one to remain.” Until now, Şakir’s letter has not been 
considered authentic and has been ignored by researchers.  
 

Based on recently uncovered archival sources and documents, Dr. Akçam will shed light on the 
role played by provincial governors in pressing upon the central government to adopt an 
empire-wide policy of extermination. The first decision to exterminate Armenians was taken on 
December 1, 1914 in Erzurum.   
 

Join Taner Akçam as he demonstrates, for the first time in a public forum, the letter’s 
authenticity, revisits the timing of the final decision, and examines their significance in 
deconstructing Turkey’s denialist façade. 
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St. Leon Armenian Church / Abajian Hall 

12-61 Saddle River Road, Fair Lawn, NJ / For information call 201-791-2862 

This event is jointly sponsored by 

AGBU Ararat  
Armenian Assembly of America 
Armenian Bar Association 
Armenian Democratic Liberal Party- 
Ramgavars  
Armenian Network of America-Greater NY   

Daughters of Vartan-Sahaganoush Otyag 
Knights of Vartan-Bakradouny Lodge 

National Association for Armenian 
Studies and Research 

St. Leon Armenian Church 
Tibrevank Alumni Inc. 

THE EVENT IS FREE. A RECEPTION WILL FOLLOW THE DISCUSSION. 


